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Mr. Brown: The board will raize funds
and take over the Ciovernment’s responsi-
bility.

Mr. BATH: Even if ihe hoard raised
the fands and took over the esntrol would
the hon. member advocate that their
powers should be limited. and that ex-
pense and delay should be involved by
giving o a section of the ratepayers in
one aren the right 1o pelition for an al-
teration 10  their dishrict houndaries?
The alterution of the districig wounld he
hest determined hy those in cuntrol of the
works. The srgument advanced in re-
ward lu roads buards conld not be used in
this vonnection,

Mr, OSBORN: The clause should re-
main as printed. The Governor-n-Coun-
«il should eontrol Royal Counmissions, and
that was what this matter would resolve
itself into in a short time, becanse there
wonld be no end of inquiries by commis-
sioners,  There was no nced for tbese
commissioners (o take evidence and de-
termine these questions. It was very
casy tor a member of Parliament vepre-
senting a distriet affected to head a depu-
tation to the Minisier. Thal would eary
no fees. a point for the eonsideration of
those who regarded the question of ex-
pense in these matrer=. The Govermment
would naturally adjust the boundaries in
a proper manner and. if properly ap-
proached, wonlld take inio consideraiion
the representalions of any loeal govern-
ingz hody. The clause was far more work-
ahle than the one the member for Clare-
mont sugzested as an additiom. 1f the
snzwestion were adopted there would be
two elauses on the same subject, and we
would not know where we were.

Mr. DRAPER: The member for Clave-
mont merely suzwested that an inqguiry
should he leld as to the advisahility of
excreising the power conferred on the
Governur to alier boundaries. It would
give the Governor-in-Conneil ready faeili-
ties for ubiaining the desired information.
All that was desired was that there should
be some machinery for inquiry as to the
advisability of aliering boundaries, and
when ihe thine for moving new clauses
-arrived 1t was to be hoped the Minister
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wonld accept the sugyestion of the roem-
her for Claremont.

Clause put and passed.

Progress reported.

House adjourned at 1027 p.m.

PaIr.

Haon, H. Gregory Mr. A. A. Wilson

Qegislative Council,
Wednenduy, Gth October, 1909,

B''GE

Bills: Agricultura! Machinery, Sale and Pur-

chase, 1n. .
Hedemption of Ammmes, Beport sutm. <)
Abattoirs, Com .. 8n
Publie Edneation Eullowmenr, ‘2|t Com, ... 842

Legul Pmctltu)nern Act Ameudmunt, 2H.,
Con 44
Arljourument Stuteof Business .. B8

The PRESIDENT {ouk the Chair at
430 p.m., amd read prayers.

BRI, -— AGRICULTURAL  MACHI-
NERY. SALF AND PURCHASE.
Introduced by the Hem. J. M. Drow,

and read a first time.

BILI—REDEMPTIOK OF
ANNUITIES.

Report of Committee adopted.

BlLL~ -ABATTOLRS.
In Commitiee,

Restumed tram the 530th Septensher,
Schedule, Title—agreed Lo,
Rili repurted with amendnwins,

Itecommiltal.

On motion by the Coloniad Secretavy,
Bilt recommitred for amendment.
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Llause 7—Avoidance of existing bi-
censes:

The COLONIAL SECRETARY moved
an amendment—

That the following be added to the
clause ;—“Freept in the case of any
abattoirs established before the passing
of this det, and certified in writing by
the Minister on the recommendation of
the controller within three months after
the passing of this AAet, fo be an abaf-
toir fil to continue registered and licen-
sed under the provisioms of the Health
Aect, 18987

The objeet of the amendment was (o
give some guarantee that abattoirs now
in existence, which were good and sufli-
cient in character, would receive con-
sideration when the avea in which they
existed wass proclaimed. Provision was
made that where an area was proclaimed
all licenses within that aven would eease.
Take the case of the metropolitan arca.
The intention was that public abattoirs
should be built at North Fremantle, but
the area at Robb’s jetty, would be ax-
cluded. There was uo gnarvantee that
future Governments would follow that
course, and hardship might, therefore, be
inflicted on people who had good abat-
toirs, for the buldings counld net he
ufilised for anything else. There was a
provision that three monihs after the
passing of the Ael all owners of abat-
toirs might apply for rcegistration, Tt
might be yvears before an area was pro-
elaimed. Tt abattoir nwners applied for
licenses they wonld he entitled to regis-
tration within an abattoir area after-
wards. People desirous of huilding
abattoivs in the future would know thal
they did so at their own risk, and that
in such ease, if an area was proelaimed,
there wonld be no ecompensation.
Amendment passed: the eclanse as
amended agreed to.
Bill again reported
amendment.

with a further

BILL — PUBLIC EDUCATION
EXDOWMENT,
Second Reading.

Debate resumed from the previous day.
Hon W. KINGSMILL (Metropolitan-

[COUNCIL.]

Suburban): In  adjourning the debale
yesterdny on this Bill my only wish was
to rompore the provisions of the measure
with the Aet in New Zealand which the
Lender of the House elaimed o be the
oviginator of it. 1 find the same prin-
viple pervades Loth measures, although
the detnils differ considerably. [t is only
natural that they should differ. for in
New Zealand the conditions and the edu-
eatioual systems are very different. New |
Zealand is a country cul by seas and
mountains info natural distriets and a
system of distriet boards of educalion
obtains. The Act in New Zealand which,
after a congiderable amount of searel [
managed to find, it going so far back as
1877, provides not only for endowment
for the purpese of primary edneation,
hut alsy for secondary edueation, which,
in faet, is defined in the interpretativr
section. It is a muel more complicated
measure than our Bill. T have no desire
to cavil at the Bill, for the system per-
meating il 15 a pood one if it has te be
adopted. I had hoped these endowments
niight have heen kept for secondary and
university edueation, and had thought the-
State might be able to provide sufticient
funds for primary education. and allow
the endowments in the shape of land to
he used for secondary education and the
university,

Hon, J. W. Laugsford: Does fhis re-
s(riet the endowment {o primary educa-
tion?

Hon. M. L. Moss: There 1s already a
provision for endowmenis for a univer-
ity

Hon, W, WINGSMILL:  Tf  we
are Lo lake (he experience of the
Cuiversity FEuodowweat Bowd as an
example we shall need a  good wany
endowments  hefore  sufficient  funds
are provided materially  to  affecl
the edueation  vote. Althougl  tlhe

hoard was starled in 1904—J had the
honour to introduee the Bill—and has
heen in operation ever since and was
quiekly endowed with a preal deal of
land, which appeared to he fairly valu-
able and in goud loealities, yet T am
sorry io say that the vevenune for last year
was only £157 10z, 6d., which in five
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Years 15 net a very remarkable increase.
If thal vate is kept up it will be leng be-
fore materinl assistance will be given fo
the formation of a unmiversity from ihis
sOUTCe,

Hon, W, Patriek:
Ivinye tdle.

Hon, W, EKINGSMILL: Sufficient
facilities are given in the University En-
dowment et o allow the land v be made
use of. 1 davesay fhe reason why this
land is not availed ot is that the progress
of the State has not heen as rapid in the
settlement around the urban and subur-
han districls as in the rural districts, and
there has not heen so wmuch eall for the
lamdl as possibly there way be later on.
[ regret again that this endowment should
not he kept for higher education. leav-
ing the State to provide, as it well may,
Funds for the more elementary edueation.
I have much pleasure in supporiing the
seennd reading.

Hon, R, W. PENNEFATHER
(North) : Mr, Ningsmill has pointed out
that he would like to see the operation of
the Bill practicatly confined to the ad-
vancersent, of secondary edueativn. The
clau<e dealing with thal question is of so
wide a natnre as to apply to anv form of
education, whether primary or seeondary.
Althongh very anxions to see a univer-
sity estublished here, at the same time I
cannat help refleeting that our tirst duiy
is to do everything we ean for the spread
of primary edueation. No one ean take
reasonable exeeption to the provisions of
the Bill. T have pleasnre in welcoming
the measure.

Question put and passed.

Rill read a second time.

The land has heen

In Commitiee.

Clauszes 1 to G—agreed fo.

Clause 7—Power to lease and, wilh the
approval of the Governor, to mortgage
lands:

Hon. J, W. LANGSFORD: Would
this clause prevent the trustees from sel-
linz any of the endowment lands? If it
were so it would prove a serions obstacle
1o the providing of funds for the carrv-
ing on of eduocation.

The Colonial Seeretary: Clanse 8 covers
that.
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Hou, J. W. LANGSFORD: If, as the
Minister said. Clause 8 would cover the
point, he had no shjeetion to offer.

Hon. M. I, Moss: Clause 8 referred
unly to land sequired by gift, apd did
not relate to Crown land invested in the
trustees. To give the trustees power to
sell endowmenl land was a proposition
unheard of.

Hon. 4. W. Langsford: The land will
not he worth mueh without it.

Hon. M. .. MOSS: All the edueation
boards in New Zealand had large endow-
ments which had proved of great aid to
the boards in carrying on primary and
secondavy edueation; yet he had never
likard of endowment lands being sold.
He ihought there should be some safe-
guard in rvespect to them similar to that
covering Class .\ reserves,

Hon. J. W, Laugsford: For what pur-
puse are the New Zealand lands leased?

Hou, M. I.. MOSS: The lands were
leased for various purposes. They were
not ouly lown lands but ecountry lands
also. .

The COLONIAL SECRETARY: It
would searcely be wise to give to a board
the power suggested by Mr. Langsford.
It was to be remembered that these en-
downent lands were not intended to bene-
lit people of to-day; they would only be
of real value to the people of the future,
when lhe land would have Lecome more
valuable. It had Leen said that berause
(he university trustees had not the power
to sell their endowment lands they had
not been able to derive mueh money from
1hose lands. The endowments in that ease
eonsisted mosity of suburban land, and
it would probably be some time before
sueh lands could be leased tur building
purposes. However. the land set aparl
in the Bill consisted of land= in country
wwhships and a great deal of agricultural
land, and il wonid nof be very long hefore
thal ¢ould be leased at a fair rental.

{'lause put and passed.

Clause $%—Power tn dispose of lands
acquired by gifl, etcetera:

Hon. W. PATRICK: It would be wuch
beiler if the same rule were made to
apply to land acquired from private in-
dividuals. It wonid be unwise to give
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power 1v the trustees to dispose of any
real property. He moved—
That in line 1 the words “real or” be
struck out.
The effect of ihis would be that the trus-
tees wonld be able to dispose of personal
property alone.

The COLONIAL SECRETARY: It
would be a mistake to alter the Bill in the
direction suggested, This was a very ne-
cessary power to give the trustees, and it
was pretiy well safeguarded. The trus-
tees could not use ihe proceeds of any
sueh sale as they liked. The next snceeed-
ing clanse still further protected the pro-
perty.

Hon. W. PATRICK : The nexi suceeed-
ing clause stated that “the proceeds may
be invested”; nothing was said about
“shall be invested.”

Hon. R. W, PENNEFATHER: To
make the alteration suggested would be
Lo hamper (he trustees to loo great an ex-
tent. They would be able to deal with
nothing but personal property, and jt
was to be remembered that Lhe bulk of the
devised property would be real estate,

Hon. E. McLARTY: Power to dispose
of the reat property should be left in the
hands of the trustees. Tn many instances
it was an advantage to be able to sell
lands whieh, in their existing condition,
were not eapable of hringing in any sub-
stantial rental.

Awmendment put and negatived.

("lause put and passed.

Claunses 9 to 12—agreed to.

Clause 13—Remuneration of trustees:

Hon. M, L. MOSE: Suvely the fruslees
would he ready to carry out their duties
without remuneration, The Cowmmittee
had been told that the university endow-
* ment lands were relurning only £150 per
annum, and this after four years. How
then were trustees eontemplated in the Bill
to be paid? He moved—

That the clause be struck oul.

The COLONTAL SECRETARY: L
was not intended at the present time to
pay the bustees, and probably they never
would be paid. Still, it might be that the
value of the property would grow to
siich an extent that it would be only fair
and reasonable to make the trustees some

{COUNCIL.]

slight acknowledgment of their services.
It would always be subject to the appro-
val of the Governor.

Hon. M. L. MOSS: The tendency was
to pay trusiees in every concetvable way
for the performance of their duties. A
trustee should carry oul his doty without
profit, and should take a lesson from

nmnicipal conneillors and members of
health boards. He did not wish to press
his amendmenli, .

Amendmenl put and aegatived.
Clause put and passed.
Clauses 14 and 15——agreed to.
llitle—agreed to.
Bill reported without amendment: the
repart adopted,

BILL, — LEGAL  PRACTITIONERS
ACT AMENDMENT.
Second Reading.

Hou. M. L. MOSS (West) in moving
the second reading said: T think this is
the third oeceasion on which this Bill has
been hefore this Chamber. Three times
this Bill has passed another place, and on
one oceasion it passed this House. but
through the insertion of u small amend-
ment thal was not agreed {o hy another
place, the Bill was abandoned by the late
Attorney General. [ freely ndmit that the
tinkering with that portion of the Legal
Praetitioners Aet of 1893, that deals with
the gualifieation of persons who seek 1o
heeome practilioners of the Soppreme
Court is a very important matter, and we
ought nat, without the very hest grounds
possibie, interfere with the varvions quali-
fieations, or add to those which have heeu
thonght in the past. on due eonsideration.
fo be sufTicient for the purpose. But Lhere
has been a great elamour in ihe Stale,
and T am afraid that clanour has been
on hehalf nf a few managing clerks in
Perth, that there should he an amend-
ment of the Legal Practitioners Aet for
their benefit, similar to that contained in
the Bill before the House.  These pro-
visions, extending to imanaging eclerks.
contained in the Bill, are not entirely
new. [n a modified form they have existesl
in the nld country for a zreat number of
vears. and in the State of New Somh
Wales the gnalification contained in
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Clause 2 of the Bill has existed for a long
while. When adding to the qnalification
of practitioners of the Supreme Court we
shoald not lose sight of the faet that if
we inferefere to n great extent, and what
is called liberalise the admission of prac-
titioners, we may so interefere as to dam-
age the profession so that the veciprocity
that now exisis hetween Wesiern Austra-
lia and the other States of the Common-
wealth may disappear. and in that way
we should be doing an inealeutable injury
to the standard set in the past. Refore 1
deal with the Rill T may =ay that in See-
tion Id of the Legal Pracetitioners Aot of
1893 is laid down a list of the persons
entitled to admission in Western Austra-
lia. They are—

“Ts a barrister admitted and entitled
to practice in the High Court nf Jus-
tiee in Fngland ov Treland, or is a
writer to the Signet in Scotland, is a
solicitor admitted and entitled to prac-
tise in the High Court of Justice in
England or Treland. or in the Supreme
Court of Beotland, or is a solicitor or
atiorney admifted and entitled to prac-
tise in the Superior Courts of Taw in
those of Her Majesty’s Coloniezs or De-
pendencies where, in the opinion of the
board. the svstem of jurisprudence is
founded an or assimilated o the com-
mon law and principles of equity as ad-
ministered in Fncland., and where the
like service as mentioned i the unext
snbsection under artickes of elerkship to
a solicitmr or attorney and an examina-
tion to test the qualifieation of ecandi-
dates are or may bhe required previous
to such admission. and where practi-
tioners of the Supreme Court of West-
ern Australian are entitled te be ad-
mitted.”

The standard in Western Australia is, be-
sides serving five years’ articles, that a
nerson is hound to pass three examina-
tions. the preliminary, the intermediate.
and the final examinations. The Bill hefore
the House enables a person who has been
a3 managing clerk, or who has been a clerk
for 10 vears. five of which he has acted
as a wanaring clerk, to be exempt from
the weneral knowledge and intermediate
examination:. When the ecnntry is spend-
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ing so mueh money in primary and see-
ondary education it may be thought to be
wrong that we showld sholish any exami-
nations, but it has heen contended with
some degree of foree that to a person
who for 10 vears has been a elerk in a
solicitor’s oflice, five of which he has acted
as a managing elerk, it would be inflicting
a hardship to make that person pass an
examination in the subjects contained in
the preliminary examinations. That has
heen eonsidered in the ald eountry and in
New South Wales. and in the ather Bills
on three occasions, which have heen pass-
ed in another place. and the Bill which
passed this House on one oceasion. I may
mention now to the House that this Bill
has been considered by the Barristers’
Board, and very carefully by the Bar-
risters’ Board, and they are practically
agreed that we may safely ask Parlia-
ment to add to the list of qualifications
in the Legal Praetitioners Aet that quali-
fication enntained in Clause 2 of the Bill.
There are only two other matters to which
1 wish to draw attention. It is left en-
tirely to the Burrislers’ Board to say who
is a wanaging elerk within the meaning
of the Bill, and the decision of the Bar-
risters’ Board is not to be subject to re-
view or appeal. The only other matter is
in regard to Clause 6 of the Bill. It is
thonght that any person who has mairien-
lated or graduated. or passed the ioatri-
culation examination at any university in
Great Britain or Ireland. or .\ustralasia,
should not be required to pass the pre-
liminary examination veruired by the rules
under the original Aet.  That clause is
placed in the Bill to give the foree of
law to opiuions which have heen ex-
pressed in thai eonnection. [ have no
doubt now that this Bill will pass the
House and we shall get it on iu the statute
bouk, and thereby it will prevent the idea
that has heen getting abroad that the Bar-
risters’ Board are anzious to do an in-
justice to the managing clerks. 1 doubt
very much whether many gentlemen will
he able io avail themselies of this pro-
vision, because 1 do not think there are
many managing eclerks emplayed in this
State: at any rvate we will put the Bill
on the statute hnok for there has heen a
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great clamour amongst those who think
that an injustice is done to these people.
I move—
That the Bill be now read a second
time.

Hon, W, PATRICK (Central): I
second the motion.

Hon. R. W. PENNEFATHER
{North}: T notiee that by Clause 2 of
the Bill the phraseology clearly indicates
that it is strictly limited to those clerks
who have comipleted the term of 10 years
so that any clerk who subsequently com-
pletes the term of 10 years is excladed
from the provisions of the Bill when it
beecomes an Act. Tn order to remedy that.
injustiee T intend to propose in Committee
that the words “who may complete” the
term of 10 years shall he added. Then if
will apply to persons who are now en-
gared in compleling that term. There is
also another amendment I shall move in
Committee, it is just as well to mention it
now, and that is, to add to the Bill =a
clanse giving persons who are admiited, or
who are entited to be admitted as harris-
ters and solicitors of the High Couri of
Australia, power fo praetise hefore the
Conrt in Western Ausiralia. Tt is strange
o say that a person may be a practilioner
of the High Court of Australia, and vet
is not able to praclise in this State. It
is sought to remedy that state of things
by adding a clause to the Bill to enahle
persons who are entitled to be admitfed,
or who are admitted to practise in the
High Court, to practise in this State.
These are the few observations 1 desire to
make on the measure. T am rather disin-
elined to support the Bill strougly, be-
cause I do not think it is a wise thing for
Parliament to go out of its way to dis-
pense with any kducational qualifieatjon,

Hon. 8. J. HAYNES (South-East):
On former occasions I have opposed Bills
of this character, but on this occasion,
after considering the position and reading
the Bill, T can see my way to support it.
On former oceasions I opposed the Bill
brought before the House to a large ex-
tent on the ground that the Bill then sub-
mitted to the House was in favour of in-
dividuals rather than a class. In this ip-
stanee the Bill provides reasonable pro-

[COUNCIL.]

vision for bona fide managzing clerks, and
I am aware that for some time there has
been a demand and clamour for ihis
legislation T think rhe Bill provides rea-
sonably for hona fide, deserving, and in-
telligent managing elerks. Similar pro-
visions are, T know, in foree in England
and in New South Wales. T do not think
in Vietoria. T am adverse to reducing
the standard of education, prineipally he-
eause we should keep up the standard of
the profession, and it is wise in the in-
terests of the general publie. With re-
gard to veciproeity, as far as one of the
States is concerned. T refer to Vietoria.
there is no reciprocity at all. T have al-
ways thought that was exceedingly unfair
and unjust. Praetitioners come here from

Vietoria and are admitted. while the
practitioners of “Western Ausiralia,
where the standard 1is equal . to

that of Vietoria, are refused admission in
that State. T do not think this Bill will
do any harm, at any rate it is reasonably
safeguarded. Tt will be an inducement
to intelligent men, those with the expen-
ence they have gained hy the 10 vears’
service, and the publie interests will also
he protected. 1In the cireumstances 1
shall support the Bill in this instance
and T trust that it will he sufficient with-
ont further lowening the standard for the
admission of practitioners to the Sup-
reme Court of this State.

Hon. M. L. MOSS (in reply): If no
nther member desires to speak T would
say in veply {o Mr. Pennefather that T
shall do my best to resist the amendment
he proposese to move with regard to the
practitioners of the High Court. T have
always been a great supporter of the sys-
tem of compelling persons to serve ar-
ticles. The Bill is a very good substitute
hecause there is a ten years’ service as a
manaeing clerk provided for, and when
we come fo apply the question of prae-
tice generally required in =& solieitor's
office to the conditions of & eountry like
Western Australia, members will see how
necessary it is that this period of serviee
nnder arficles shonld be insisted upon,
because a practitioner of the Supreme
Court las to do general work, counsel’s
work, and solicitors’ work, and it is essen-
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tial he shoald acquive 1he necessary ex-
perience gained Ly five vears' service.
With regard to the High Comrt of Aus-
tralia every practitioner of the Supreme
Court of a State can be enrolled as a
practitioner ot a High Court withont any
exgmination. The Judges of the High
Court under the Federal Judiciary Act
have wmade a set of rules providing for
the admission of practitivners to the High
Court of Australia.  Although there is
an excellent examination it i= provided
that there need nol he service wnder ar-
tieles, but there is a three vears’ period
as a federal law student. and ihe only
duty imposed under these rnles is that
the swrdent shall attend the sittings of
the High Coure in the State in which he
resides, sign ihe altendance hook on the
fivst day of the sittings, which in Wesi-
ern Australin would be for six or seven
days omce a year. The hon. members
proposal will be a short eut to do that
which under our present Legal Praeti-
lioners Aet there is a five years' course
provided for. These rules of the High
Cunrt have heen made for this purpose:
It may turn ont later on that there may
be.a ¢lass of persons who desire to prae-
tise in the Hich Court only in vonneetion
with eases involving constitutional ques-
tinns and appeals, and T venture fo say
thal probably outside the eities of Mel-
hourne and Syidney there never will be an
applieant for admission exeept a person
who might endeavour to use this method,
a5 1 have stated. as a short cut to secure
admission to practise in the Sapreme
Coqrt of Western Australin.  While the
law here provides for a conrse of five
vears’  service, everybody should go
throngh thar routine. and there should be
no short eot. For these reasons 1 shall
do my hest to resist the amendment of
the hon. meinber.

Hon, R. F. SHOLL (Noxthy: My,
President:
The PRESIDEXNT: The remarks of

the hon. Mr, Mass have closed the debate

on the zecond reading but by the indul-

gence of the House the hon. memher may

speak. 1s it the wigh of hon. members

that the Hon. Mr. Sholl shounld speak?
Members: Yes.
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The PRESIDENT
niay proceed.

Hon. R, P. SHOLL: [ ouly wish Lo
sav a few words. 1 have already op-
pused tlis Bill and 1 am stil] of the same
opniion.

The Colonial Seeretary: It is a differ-
enl Bill.

Hou, R ¥ SHOLL: 1 object to it for
the reason that il is allowing the admis-
sion of certain individuals to practise as
legal practitiovers in the eowrt without

The how. wmember

going through long vears as artieled
clerks. Artteled clerks have to pay a

premium and serve ait least five years
hefore they ecan hecome (ualified to prae-
tise, and in that time they reeeive no
paynent. ‘Thev have io study hard and
they have to pass stiff examinations, and
[ think it is most unfair that a different
mode shonld he adopted for certain indi-
viduals who have been earning money the
whole fime, 1 think following on this,
te make il fair, it would be only right
that the law should be relaxed so as to
wake the time for students shorter; stu-
denis wanld then be able to pass their
exaniinations and hecome practitioners
without having te wait For the tull period
of five vears, and they shouid also be
ahle fo obtain, wlhich iz nol the case at
the present  lime, sowe remnomeration
while giving their services. T have no
feeling in tlus maiter. The legal genile-
nen of rhe House seemn fo have no objee-
tion tv lhe Bil} and | do uot propose to
lake any active parl with regard to it.
Lt there were any vbjection to the pre-
sent Bill T would certainly follow those
who were opposed to it. There s an-
other thing 1 objeet to in the Bill and it
is that it easts too much upon the Bar-
risters’ Board.  The Barristers’ Board
will not take the responsibility of stating
whether an applicant has, or has not,
qualified.

Hon, M. L. Moss: Oh yes they will.

Hon. R. F. SHOLL: I doubt whether
they will. It is difficult enongh uwow to
eet the Barristers’ Board to do what little
work they have: students have lo wait
for weeks to hear the results of their ex-
aminations. That is all 1 have to say
in regard to the matter. As T stated be-
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fore, there seens to be no objection by
the professiona! gentlemen in the House
and [ do not propose to take any aetive
part with regard to the Bill.

Question put and passed.

Bill rvead a second time.

In Committes.
Clanse 1-—apgreed to.
Clause 2—Qualification of managing
clerks for admission as praectitioners:
Hon, R. W. PENNEFATHER
moved—
That in line 1 of Subclause (@) after
the word “compleled” the words “or
may complele” be added.

Amendment passed; the clause as
amended agzreed to.

Clauses 3 and d—agreed to.

Clause 5—Dower of Barrisiers’ Board
o dispense with parl of term:

Hon. 1. W, LANGSFORD: This clause
referved to practitioners in any of the
“Eastern Siates.” Was this explieit
enongh? Should not the words be “other
States of Australia”?

On motion by Hon. M, L. Moss the
clause was amended in line 4 by striking
out “Fastern States™ and inserting in lieu
“other States of the Commonwealth”;
and the clause us amended was agreed to.

Clause 6 —Preliminary examination not
required of arficled elerks who have mat-
riculated :

Hon. R. W. PENNEFATHER : There
seenied to be doubt as to whether the word
“Anstralasia” included New Zealand. He
moved an anendmenl—

That the word “Australasia” be
struck oul and “the Commoenwealth of
Adustraliv or the Dominion of New Zea-
Tand” juseried in liew.

Amendment passed; the clause as
amended agreed to.
New clause— Admission of fenmle prae-
titioners: .
Hon. J. M. DREW woved that the foi-
lowing be added to stand as Clause 7:—
“A female who hus complicd with the
Act and Rules in that behalf muy be
wdmilted as « legul practitioner.”
At present there was no power to enable
a woman to become a legal praclitioner.
She might serve her articles and pass the

[COUNCIL.]

examinations but could not he admitted.
He understood that some time ago there
was a test case hefore the Full Cowrt, and
the Full Court decided that there was no-
thing in the Legal Praectitioners Aet pre-
venting the admission of women as legal
practitioners, but that it was advizable
that before the step was taken in tliat
dircetion there should he some specifie
power given in the Aet. In Victoria and
New Zealand women were admitted, and,
any woman admitted as a  barrister in
Vietoria eould appear before the Federal
High Court. Women had distinguished
themselves in other professions, in litera-
tare, in journalism, and in wedieine, and
should be given a chance of doing so in
the legal profession. If a woman had the
intelligence there should be no obstacle
plaeced in the way of her heing admitied
to the Par.

Hon. M. T.. MOSS: Tf there were any
other new elauses to be moved it would be
as well to see them on the Notice Paper,
and Mr. Penvefather might put his sug-
wested amendment on the Notice Paper.

Progress reported.

ADJIOQURNMENT—-STATE OF BUSI-
NESS.

The COLONTAL SECRETARY: As
several Bills have heen referred to a sel-
ect committee, and as it will take some
time for the committees to report, and as
a majorily of the members live in the
country, thus entailing considerable time
in travelling to get to the House, and
they have expressed the desire that we
should only meet when we have a certain
amount of husiness w do, T move—

That the House al its risimg do ad-
Journ to Tuesday, the 26th October.

Queslion passer,

House adjourned al 3.12 pn.



